BACKGROUND

In recent years significant advances have

been made in the development of

Internet resources for decision makers,
scientists, resource managders and the
general public who are interested in coasts
around the world. Coastal web atlases
(CWAs) are 3 key component of these
technological improvements.

WHAT IS A CWA!?

We define a coastal web atlas (CWA) as:
a collection of digital maps and datasets
with sufp[emen’cary tables, illustrations
and information that systematically
illustrate the coast for the purposes o
coastal zone management and planning,
oftentimes with car’co[qraphic and
decision support tools, all of which are
accessible via the Internet.

CWAs can be local, regional, national and international in scale.

International CongtulAflay Nebwort

ICAN aims to_be 3 gilobal reference for the
development of coastal web atlases (CWAs). Via
the expertise of more than 35 member
organizations, ICAN intends to inform, quide
and influence matters related to research,
development and use of CWAs.

The ICAN prototype (http://ican.ucc.ie) addresses issues of atlas
interoperability to connect individual CWAs in an integrated global atlas.

ACTIVITIES

- Technical development: a cooperative
interoperability and network project to
globally-integrate locally-maintained coastal

atlases (http://ican.ucc.ie/).

- Raising Awareness: Promote the benefits of
ICAN to the developer and user communities.

- Qutreach and Training: ICAN expettise which
will be made available to atlas developer and user

communities, via handbooks and training
courses.

OBJECTIVES

- Ensure that ICAN has representation
from CWA development and user groups
from around the world.

- Collate and publish a set of best-practice
quidelines for the development of CWASs.

- Highlight the benefits of interoperability
and standards-based systems to the coastal
atlas developer communities.

- Develog collaborative projects for the
sharing of know-how, implementation of
technical solutions and demonstration of
atlas benefits to users.

- Align the atlas efforts of the Network
Ear’cners in order that interoperability can
e facilitated.

- Engage with other relevant international
projectsand  developments.

~Involve representatives of the user
communities to help in tailoring CWAs to
their needs.

CWAs provide valuable information, data and tools for coastal zone
manaders and decision makets.
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International workshops:

- Potentials and Limitations of Coastal Web
Atlases (University College Cork,
[reland, 2006) ,

- Coastal Atlas Interoperability
(Oregon State University, USA, 2007),

- Federated Coastal Atlases: Building on the

Interoperable Approach (European
Environment Agency, Copenhagen,
Denmark, 2008),
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If you would like to join the ICAN
o= initiative or be ker’c informeld of our
T e L2 progress, please email:
SeaZone T WASHINGTON B Wt 2
dawn@dusk.geo.orst.edu or

GDC

Geological Data Center

Vivie . GSI j Ned Dwyer at n.dwyer@ucc.ie
— For mote information visit:
) SDSC Compass http://www.icoastalatlas.net
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